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Personal Essay Memoir, Silver Award win in 
the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2006 
contest, sponsored by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. The Alliance was established 
to promote artistic development and expres-
sion in middle and high school students 
throughout the Nation in cooperation with 
schools. This year’s competition recognized 
the work of over 1,400 students and invited 
award recipients to a workshop hosted in New 
York designed to introduce students to the 
professional world of art. 

Mr. Speaker, I join to wish Taina best wish-
es and good fortune in her future projects. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HUNGARIAN REVO-
LUTION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 50th anniversary of the 1956 
Hungarian Revolution and the valiant contribu-
tion of the Hungarian people to those efforts. 
A true expression of democracy, public dis-
sidence, and the spirit of the voice of the peo-
ple, the nationwide revolt stands today, a half 
a century later, as a strong, albeit bitter re-
minder of both the oppression of the former 
Soviet Union and more importantly the 
strength and resolve of the Hungarian people 
in their desire for freedom. 

On October 23, 1956, brave students de-
manding their intellectual freedoms stormed 
the Radio Building in the Budapest Parliament. 
Immediately, they were suppressed when the 
Soviet State Security Police began firing upon 
these unarmed civilians. News of the attack 
spread quickly and led to a public uproar in 
Budapest, where outraged citizens organized 
immediately to take up arms and defend their 
natural rights of justice, liberty, and sov-
ereignty. At the forefront of the 12-day strug-
gle for control of the capital and the rest of the 
country was Gen. Pàl Malèter. As the leader 
of the infantry in Budapest, he courageously 
went against his orders and, upon meeting 
with the insurgents, lent his support to their 
fight for freedom. With the strategic support of 
Malèter, the outlook of the revolutionary free-
dom fighters was optimistic. A cease-fire was 
reached between revolutionary and Soviet 
forces, and provisional government councils 
were set up to usher in the new era of peace-
ful democracy. 

The Soviet forces, however, under pressure 
from the international community to assert its 
control by uprooting any possible seed of de-
mocracy, moved quickly to crush the move-
ment through deadly means. They violated the 
cease fire by opening fire on crowds of civil-
ians and bombarding the city with artillery 
tanks. What started as a peaceful democratic 
independence movement ended in bloodshed 
with the murder of thousands of civilians 
through an illegitimate surprise invasion. On 
November 3, during more cease-fire negotia-
tions, the Soviet military kidnapped Pàl 
Malèter and the Hungarian delegation, 
charged them with treason and promptly or-
dered their execution. With the leadership of 
the revolution arrested, the Soviet military sim-
ply invaded again, and took over the city. 

The hope for independence, self-rule, and 
democracy is one that can never be extin-
guished in any society. The Hungarian people, 
in the democratic spirit, banded together to 
fight like many before them for the basic 
human right of peaceful self-governance. They 
did not fail. Today, we see Hungary as a re-
gional success story for democracy, the free 
market, and civil society. This eventual, if de-
layed, victory shows us though the road to de-
mocracy is not always an easy one, the spirit 
of people will ultimately prevail in the inex-
orable march toward democracy. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the values of freedom, independ-
ence, and democracy that the Hungarian peo-
ple demanded 50 years ago. The Hungarian 
Revolution of 1956 stands as a reminder of 
the undying desire of any society to be free 
from forces of hegemony. 
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TRIBUTE TO LATICRETE INTER-
NATIONAL, INC. AS THEY CELE-
BRATE THEIR 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
rise today to join the Bethany community and 
the Rothberg family in celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of Laticrete International, Inc., a 
worldwide manufacturer and marketer of mate-
rial and methods for the installation of ceramic 
tile and stone. Throughout their 50-year his-
tory, Laticrete has been the leader in innova-
tive technologies for such installation systems. 
Their impressive history of vision and leader-
ship, coupled with their dedication to quality 
products, has made them one of the most 
successful businesses in our community. 

Founded in 1956 by Henry M. Rothberg, a 
chemical engineer by trade, Latricrete came 
into being when he brought the improvements 
of chemistry to the normal Portland cement 
based installation systems for tile and stone. It 
was while managing a family tile, terrazzo and 
marble installation company that the problems 
inherent to installing these materials with the 
traditional ‘‘full mortar bed’’ became more and 
more evident to Henry. He decided to dedicate 
himself to research into alternate methods of 
installing ceramic tile and stone. While con-
sulting with the Chemical Division of the U.S. 
Rubber Company, he developed a unique 
compound that had all the properties of nat-
ural rubber—elasticity, water resistance and 
durability, plus the properties necessary to 
make it viable to the construction industry—re-
sistance to frost and heat damage, the ability 
to mix with Portland cement and remain plas-
tic for adequate working time and the ability to 
be stored in full or partial containers for ex-
tended periods of time without deterioration or 
spoilage. The new latex was introduced to the 
market as ‘‘LATICRETE.’’ It has been upon 
these pioneering efforts that all modern adhe-
sives utilizing the Adhesive Mortar Method 
have been built. 

The innovative products of Laticrete have 
been used in some of the most recognizable 
national treasures in the world. Here in the 
United States, Laticrete products were used in 
the construction of such monuments as the St. 

Louis Arch, the Detroit Renaissance Center, 
the Sears Tower, and Washington, DC’s Metro 
System. Laticrete products can also be found 
in the Basilica of Our Lady Peace of the Ivory 
Coast in Africa, the Petronas Twin Tower of 
Kuala Lumpur, Tele Diffusion de France in 
Paris, and the National Mosque of Kota 
Kinabalu in Malaysia. What began as one 
man’s vision of improving a product has be-
come an international leader in the industry— 
that is what Yankee ingenuity is all about. 

Perhaps what is most special about 
Laticrete is that it has become a family busi-
ness that has been passed on to the next 
generation. In 2003 David Rothberg was 
named chairman and CEO, replacing his fa-
ther as head of the company. I have had the 
pleasure of meeting David and have had the 
opportunity to tour the Laticrete facility in Beth-
any. Their tireless commitment to quality and 
vision is not only impressive, it is inspiring. 

I am honored to take this moment and rec-
ognize the innovative and entrepreneurial spirit 
of Henry Rothberg as well as David Rothberg 
and the entire Laticrete family for their many 
invaluable contributions to the industry. 

My heartfelt congratulations to them as they 
celebrate this very special anniversary. I have 
no doubt that Laticrete will continue in its suc-
cess for many years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING WWII PURPLE 
HEART RECIPIENT LEO HANSON 
OF ZEPHYRHILLS, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor Leo C. Hanson, a na-
tive of the Buffalo, NY, area who served with 
honor and distinction during World War II. 
Drafted into the United States Army on Janu-
ary 6, 1940, Mr. Hanson earned the Purple 
Heart for wounds received in battle. 

Discharged on June 16, 1945, Mr. Hanson 
completed his military service holding the rank 
of staff sergeant. Since then he has continued 
to support his fellow soldiers by working with 
veterans’ service organizations. Mr. Hanson is 
a lifetime member of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, Disabled American Veterans, 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

His unit served under Gen. George Patton, 
one of the most famous American generals of 
all time. A tank commander, Mr. Hanson 
served in the Algeria and French Morocco 
campaigns in Northern Africa. He also served 
in Normandy, Sicily, Northern France and 
Rhineland. His Purple Heart was bestowed for 
wounds to his arm received at Omaha Beach, 
and to his leg while in Normandy. Despite 
these injuries, Mr. Hanson continued to en-
gage the enemy in battle and fight for the 
cause of freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, soldiers like Leo C. Hanson 
should be recognized for their service to our 
Nation and for their commitment and sacrifices 
in battle. I am honored to have presented Mr. 
Hanson with his long overdue Purple Heart. 
He should know that we truly consider him 
one of America’s heroes. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ST. THOMAS 

MORE PARISH SCHOOL 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take this time to honor a school in my dis-
trict for their academic excellence in being 
named a Blue Ribbon School. 

The schools are selected based on one of 
two criteria: schools with at least 40 percent of 
their students from disadvantaged back-
grounds that dramatically improve student per-
formance to high levels on state tests; or 
schools whose students regardless of back-
ground, achieve in the top 10 percent of their 
state on state tests or in the top 10 percent of 
the nation on nationally-normed tests. 

St. Thomas More Parish School met the cri-
teria for this award because it ranks in the top 
10 percent of the nation in ITBS scores. This 
is the first time this Catholic school has re-
ceived this honor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
honor the students of St. Thomas More Parish 
School as recipients of the No Child Left Be-
hind—Blue Ribbon Schools Award. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
No. 517, H.R. 3085, To amend the National 
Trails System Act to update the feasibility and 
suitability study originally prepared for the Trail 
of Tears National Historic Trail and provide for 
the inclusion of new trail segments, land com-
ponents, and campgrounds associated with 
that trail, and for other purposes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF COR-
PORAL ANGELO VACCARO TO 
OUR COUNTRY 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Corporal Angelo 
Vaccaro, 23, who died in a heroic effort to aid 
his fellow comrades while serving our Nation 
in Afghanistan. 

Prior to joining the Army, Angelo was born 
in the Bronx, NY, and spent his childhood liv-
ing in Deltona, Florida, attending Timbercrest 
Elementary, Galaxy Middle and Deltona High 
schools. His dream was to become a physi-
cian’s assistant. His mother remembers him 
affectionately as someone who liked to make 
people smile and laugh. 

Angelo enlisted in the Army in March 2004 
and was assigned and deployed to Afghani-
stan with Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd In-
fantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
10th Mountain Division, out of Fort Drum, NY. 
He was the head medic for his unit and took 
pride in serving our country. 

We should all remember Angelo’s heroic 
courage and his ultimate sacrifice for our Na-
tion. The freedom we enjoy and the liberty in 
the world for which he fought are part of the 
great legacy that Corporal Angelo Vaccaro 
leaves behind. He is buried in Deltona, Flor-
ida. 

To Angelo’s wife, Dana; his parents, Ray 
and Linda; and his entire family, we extend 
our deepest sympathy. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Corporal Angelo 
Vaccaro’s sacrifice for our country, I ask all 
Members of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to join me in recognizing his service in 
our Nation’s Armed Forces and remembering 
both his life and his dedication to the United 
States of America. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLES 
CLARK AS ‘‘FRIEND OF YOUTH’’ 
HONOR 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Charles Clark for his commit-
ment to the students, faculty, and alumni of 
Trinity High School of Euless, Texas, where 
he has served as Lead Custodian for over 14 
years. I also congratulate Mr. Clark on being 
recognized as a true ‘‘Friend of Youth’’ by the 
Mid-Cities Optimist Club in the 26th District of 
Texas. 

Mr. Clark began working for the Hurst-Eu-
less-Bedford School District as a night custo-
dian, and began his own custodial business to 
provide for his son’s college education. After 
his son graduated from college, Mr. Clark 
closed his business and took a position as 
Lead Custodian to make a difference in other 
students’ lives. 

A caring and honorable man, Mr. Clark 
serves as a role model and mentor for all 
those who pass through Trinity High School. 
He supports the school by attending students’ 
athletic and fine arts events. When students 
visit years after graduation, they continue to 
seek out ‘‘Uncle Charles.’’ 

Mr. Clark has been honored with the H–E– 
B School District’s ‘‘Extra Mile Award,’’ given 
to school district support personnel who go 
above and beyond what their job requires of 
them. 

After Hurricane Katrina devastated his boy-
hood home in Mississippi, Mr. Clark organized 
a collection drive at the school for water and 
cleaning supplies, and delivered them person-
ally to Mississippi. Mr. Clark and his wife Ellen 
of 37 years have raised a deeply spiritual, lov-
ing family in Fort Worth, Texas since 1967. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent a 
man so selfless and dedicated to serving 
youth as Mr. Charles Clark. Congratulations to 
Mr. Clark for being recognized as a ‘‘Friend of 
Youth’’ by the Mid-Cities Optimist Club. 

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN 
PICCARELLA 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the accomplishments of one of 
my constituents, Stephen Piccarella of Jack-
son Heights, New York. I wish to recognize 
Stephen for his Short Story, Silver Award win 
in the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2006 
contest, sponsored by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. The Alliance was established 
to promote artistic development and expres-
sion in middle and high school students 
throughout the Nation in cooperation with 
schools. This year’s competition recognized 
the work of over 1,400 students and invited 
award recipients to a workshop hosted in New 
York designed to introduce students to the 
professional world of art. 

Mr. Speaker, I join to wish Stephen best 
wishes and good fortune in his future projects. 
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IN HONOR OF THE COMMISSION ON 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY ACTION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Commission on Catholic Commu-
nity Action’s 25th Anniversary of the Peace 
and Justice Awards Dinner. 

Established in 1969, the Commission on 
Catholic Community Action continuously pur-
sues their mission to protect and promote 
human dignity, with a special focus on poor 
and disenfranchised groups. Seeking to em-
power the voiceless, CCCA achieves their 
goals through education, consciousness-rais-
ing, organization, mobilization, and advocating 
for change. 

CCCA also promotes peace and justice 
through the Annual Peace and Justice Awards 
Dinner. For a quarter of a century, the dinner 
has been an opportunity to reward the people 
of the Cleveland community who have dedi-
cated their lives to the causes of peace and 
justice for all. These men, women, and organi-
zations play a pivotal role in the rebirth of 
Cleveland. I would like to join CCCA in recog-
nizing this year’s recipients: Duane Drotar, 
Lida Roman (posthumously), the Christ Child 
Society, Sr. Mary Louise Trivson, S.N.D., and 
the Women’s Re-Entry Network. 

In addition, keynote speakers at these 
events have educated the public on issues 
such as racial discrimination and interfaith un-
derstanding. Generating community aware-
ness throughout Cleveland, the CCCA has 
provided participants with a new appreciation 
for celebrating multicultural diversity within the 
city. Speaking at the Awards Dinner this year 
is Sr. Mary Sujita Kallupurakkathu, S.N.D., 
sharing her experiences of working with the 
poor. 

Congratulations to the CCCA on their con-
stant pursuit of peace and justice. We can 
conceive of peace as not simply the absence 
of violence but the presence of the capacity 
for a higher evolution of human awareness, of 
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